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Given her last name, it’s not
exactly stunning that Francine
Prose ventured into literature.

Since the early 1970s, she has
written a multitude of novels,
short stories, essays, and writing
guides. She will read from her
latest work, Goldengrove, today
at 7 p.m. at Prairie Lights
Books, 15 S. Dubuque St.

The novel centers on Nico, a
13-year-old girl whose older sis-
ter recently drowned. Over the
course of a summer, Nico devel-
ops a relationship with her late

sister’s boyfriend and, as she put
it, grows up.

“It’s about grief, and recovery,
and growing up, and what it’s
like to be young and discover

those things for the first time,”
said Prose, 61. “When my hus-
band read the manuscript, he
said, ‘This is about the moment
you realize your parents can’t
help you anymore,’ and I agree.”

To help her craft such a
young protagonist, she said,
she drew on her own teenage
experiences. Though she didn’t
suffer the loss of an older sister,
she knew what it was like to
see the world through the eyes
of a 13-year-old girl, and that
point of view aided the writing.

When asked how she describes
her own work, she quickly
responded with one word.

“Funny,” she said, followed
with a burst of laughter. “A lot
of my work has been called
satiric, whether I like it or
not. Satire implies a sort of
cynical attitude toward one’s
characters and the world one
writes about. There are funny
things I check off, but I’m not
a satiric writer. A lot of [my
writing] is social commen-
tary.”

Goldengrove, though, is a
departure from this style. She
said the book has its funny
parts, but it’s “not a comedy of
any kind.”

Comedic or not, Prose, who
also serves as president of the
PEN American Center, a
national organization for writ-
ers, has shared her literary
knowledge with aspiring writ-
ers as a teacher at Harvard,
Sarah Lawrence, Bard, and the
Iowa Writers’ Workshop. She
said her Iowa City students
were some of the best she’s ever
had, and she was glad her chil-
dren got to take advantage of
the town’s “remarkable” educa-
tion system.

“I liked being in Iowa City,”
she said. “Writers everywhere
know about the Writers’ Work-
shop. It has a very strong repu-
tation. The students were inter-
esting, the place was interest-
ing, and the friendships were
lasting.”

MUSIC
• “Java Blend,” Gina Sicillia,
noon, Java House, 2111⁄2 E.
Washington
• Stephen Malkmus and the
Jicks, with Blitzen Trapper, 7
p.m., Picador
• “Halloween” with Shame
Train, Twelve Canons, Mannix!,
the Puritanicals, and the
Young Palpitations, 9 p.m., Mill
• Public Property, and
Diplomats of Solid Sound,
9 p.m., Industry, 211 Iowa
• We Funk, 9 p.m., Yacht Club

THEATER
• Coffee and Hope, 7:30 p.m.,
Riverside Theatre

LECTURES
• “Face to Face: The Terror of
Interrogation,” 3:30 p.m., Old
Capitol Senate Chamber 

DANCE
• Halloween Country Dance
with DJ Scoot-A-Boot, 7 p.m.,
Eagles Lodge
• Life in Iowa: Halloween
Swingers Ball, 7 p.m., Masonic
Temple, 312 E. College
• Big Band Halloween Dance
Party, 7:30 p.m., Old Brick, 26 E.
Market
• Dance Gala 2008: Special
Issue, 8 p.m., Space/Place

MISCELLANEOUS
• Noon Knit, noon, Hardin
Library
• Knitting Nurse, 2 p.m., Home
Ec. Workshop, 207 N. Linn
• “Introduction to
Calligraphy,” Ramon Lim, 5:30
p.m., 1117 University Capitol
Centre
• Field of Screams, 7:30 p.m.,

Century Farm Harvest Heat, 2991
Black Diamond Road S.W.
• Friday Night Karaoke, with
Gemini Karaoke, 9
p.m.,American Legion Post No.
17, 3016 Muscatine Ave.
• Retro Club Night, 9 p.m.,
Speak Easy
• The Rocky Horror Picture
Show, midnight, Englert
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MUSIC
• Joel Schoenhals, piano,
8 p.m., Old Capitol Senate Chamber
• Jonathan Tyler and the
Northern Lights, and the David
Haack Trio, 8 p.m. Picador, 
330 E. Washington
• Stickman with Captain’s
Verses, 8 p.m., Mill, 120 E.
Burlington
• River and the Tributaries and
Gilbe, 9 p.m., Yacht Club, 
13 S. Linn

WORDS
• “Live From Prairie Lights,”
Francine Prose, fiction, 7 p.m.,
Prairie Lights Books, 15 S.
Dubuque

THEATER
• Beauty and the Beast, 7:30
p.m., Englert Theatre, 221 E.
Washington
• Coffee and Hope, 7:30 p.m.,
Riverside Theatre, 213 N. Gilbert

LECTURES
• Coffman Lecture, “Error of
Measurement:

Reconceptualizing Validity
Theory and Practice,” Gregory
Cizek, 3 p.m., Lindquist Center
Jones Commons 

DANCE
• Country Dance, 7:30 p.m.,
Eagles Lodge, 225 Highway 1 W.
• Dance Gala 2008: Special
Issue, 8 p.m., North Hall
Space/Place 

MISCELLANEOUS
• “A Toast to our
Communities,” Iowa City Area
Chamber of Commerce, 5:30
p.m., Karro Athletics Hall of Fame
• Pasta with Roxanne Mitten,
6 p.m., New Pioneer Co-Op,

22 S. Van Buren
• Iowa City Koran Study Circle,
7 p.m., Robert A. Lee Recreation
Center, 220 S. Gilbert
• Proseminar in Cinema and
Culture: Sub-Saharan African
Cinemas, 7 p.m., 101 Becker
• Drinking Liberally, 8 p.m., Mill
• Goodtime Karaoke, 8 p.m.,
Nickelodeon, 907 Second St.,
Coralville
• Vegetarian Gala, 8 p.m., Iowa
City Public Library, 123 S. Linn
• Gemini Karaoke, 9 p.m., Speak
Easy, 171 Highway 1 W.
• Thursday Night Karaoke,
9:30 p.m., Charlie’s, 450 First
Ave., Coralville

Zack and Miri 
Make a Porno
Sycamore 12, Coral Ridge 10

Shockingly, this Kevin Smith-
directed comedy isn’t set in New
Jersey. That’s almost as 
mind-blowing as a honey such
as Elizabeth Banks being friends
with a shlub such as Seth Rogen,
but that’s the magic of movies.
The two star as platonic friends
who start up an amateur porn
production company with their
friends as means to solve 
their financial problems.

NEW MOVIES
OPENING THIS WEEKEND

TRACKS
FROM THE PAST

A place to remember all those
albums we actually bought,
memorized, and obsessed
over. You loved it then, and
you’ll still love it now.

As a kindergartner, I was
obsessed with three things:
stuffed animals, Barbies, and
my Ace of Base The Sign
album. It was my first CD ever,
my induction into the world of
pop music, so naturally, I lis-
tened to it nonstop. Honestly,
in 1993, which of you didn’t get
that catchy “I saw the sign”
chorus stuck in your head?
The album
did sell 30
million
copies
worldwide,
after all.

But The
Sign was
just the
beginning
of my Ace
of Base
fascination. Sassy, coming-of-
age lyrics from songs such as
“Young and Proud” backed by
dancey, electronic beats were
perfect for my Jazzercize-bop-
ping, 6-year-old self. Fourteen
years later (and still a crazy
dancer), I still have Ace of Base
in my iTunes music library.

The Swedish group —
formed by siblings Jenny
Berggren, Jonas Berggren, and
Malin Berggren (who’s since
left the group), along with
friend Ulf Ekberg — knew how
to put together energetic
tracks with solid melodies.

And though the lyrics didn’t
always hold up on the cool
factor (like “Don’t count your
chicks until they’ve hatch-ed,
baby,” in “Wheel of Fortune”),
The Sign still gets college stu-
dents fired up at a party — in
part from nostalgia, but
maybe also because they
know they secretly still love it.

— by Claire Lekwa

The Sign by
Ace of Base

Released 
Nov. 23, 1993

SOUTHWEST OMELET
What you need:
3 eggs
Tomato
Green bell peppers
Onion
Ham
Salsa, any variety you prefer
Shredded cheddar & pepper jack
cheese

What to do:
Dice tomato, peppers, onion, and
ham. Heat in a greased or buttered
pan. Crack eggs into a bowl and
whisk. Pour eggs into pan with
vegetables and meat. Cook until
bottom is solid enough to be
flipped over. Flip omelet, and cook
until the other side is solid as well.
Spread salsa and sprinkle cheese

on one half of omelet. Fold in half.
Cook until bottom is slightly brown
and eggs are solid. Serve with sour
cream and an extra sprinkle of
cheese and diced veggies on top. 

CINNAMON FRENCH TOAST
What you need:
Four slices of bread, whichever
variety you prefer

3 eggs
1⁄4 cup milk
1⁄4 tsp. vanilla
1⁄4 tsp. cinnamon
Nutmeg
Maple syrup
Powdered sugar

What to do:
Crack eggs into a bowl and

whisk. Add in milk, vanilla,
cinnamon, and a pinch of
nutmeg, and continue whisk-
ing. Dip bread in egg mixture
and place in a buttered pan.
Cook both sides of each slice
until golden brown. Cut
bread diagonally. Serve with
maple syrup and a sprinkle
of powdered sugar on each
slice.

SOUTHWEST OMELET AND CINNAMON FRENCH TOAST 

weekend
calendar

of events

MUSIC
• Electronic Music Studios,
Lawrence Fritts, director, 3 p.m.,
101, Becker 
• Happy Chromosomes and Pacific
Proving Ground, 6 p.m., Mill
• Camerata Singers, David
Puderbaugh, conductor, 8 p.m.,
Congregational United Church of
Christ, 30 N. Clinton
• Dennis McMurrin and the
Demolition Band, 9 p.m., Yacht Club
• Mint Wad Willy, Band From Town,
and Dead Larry, 9 p.m., Picador

THEATER
• Beauty and the Beast, 2 and 
7:30 p.m., Englert 
• Coffee and Hope, 7:30 p.m.,
Riverside Theatre

LECTURES
• Saturday Scholars, “Medicine
vs. the Media,” Julie Andsager,
10 a.m., 40 Schaeffer Hall
• “The Fossil Guy: Sharp Teeth
and Claws in the Age of
Dinosaurs,” Don “The Fossil Guy”
Johnson, 2 p.m., Macbride Hall
Museum of Natural History

DANCE
• Dance Gala 2008: Special Issue,
8 p.m., Space/Place 

MISCELLANEOUS
• Hope UMC Bazaar, 8 a.m., Hope
United Methodist Church, 2929 E.
Court
• Knitter’s Breakfast, 10 a.m.,
Home Ec. Workshop
• Book Signing, noon, Richard Alan
King and James P. Hayes, Prairie
Lights Books
• Introduction to Orthodoxy,
4 p.m., St. Raphael Orthodox
Church, 511 E. Iowa
• Grand Opening!, 6 p.m., Arts à la
Carte, 408 First Ave., Coralville
• Field of Screams, 7:30 p.m.,
Century Farm Harvest Heat
• Rock and Roll/Country Night,
9 p.m., Speak Easy

MUSIC
• Piano Sunday, 1:30 p.m., Old
Capitol Senate Chamber 
• Iowa Percussion, Dan Moore,
director, 3 p.m., West High
Auditorium, 2901 Melrose Ave.
• After Hours, Brokedown Stranger,
and Unknown Component, 9 p.m., Mill

WORDS
• Writing University M.F.A.
Reading, 5 p.m., Prairie Lights

THEATER
• Beauty and the Beast, 2 p.m., Englert
•Coffee and Hope, 2 p.m., Riverside
Theatre

DANCE
• Argentine Folkloric Dance,
4 p.m., Arts à la Carte

MISCELLANEOUS
• Taizé, 5 p.m., Old Brick
• The Monastery, 6:15 p.m., Old Brick
• Reggae Night with DJs
FUNKMA$TER and KIMX, 9 p.m.,
Quinton’s, 215 E. Washington

Dennis McMurrin and
the Demolition Band
Where: Yacht Club, 13 S. Linn
When: 9 p.m., Saturday
Why you should go: Iowa City’s
own Dennis McMurrin and the
Demolition Band will play the Yacht
Club on Saturday night with a
blend of R&B, blues, and soul.

Country Dance
Where: Eagles Lodge, 225 Highway 1 W.
When: 7:30 p.m. today
Why you should go: Not a member of the UI dance department? Dance Gala
isn’t the only place people can show off on the dance floor. Come hear some
tunes worthy of pickin’ ‘n’ grinnin’ for tonight’s Country Dance at the Eagles
Lodge, hosted by the Iowa City Country Dancers.

Sunday 11.2

Saturday 11.1 don’t miss!

don’t miss!

Today 10.30

don’t miss!

Stephen Malkmus and the Jicks, 
with Blitzen Trapper
Where: Picador, 330 E. Washington
When: 7 p.m. Friday
Why you should go: In the pantheon of indie-rock gods, few loom larger than
Stephen Malkmus. Former frontman of modern-rock band Pavement, Malkmus
will be in Iowa City tonight with his new outfit, backing musicians the Jicks.
Malkmus and Company will be joined by Portland, Ore., band Blitzen Trapper. Be
sure to read Friday’s DI for previews of the show from Arts reporters Jarrett
Hothan and Brian Dau. 

Friday 10.31

Coffee and Hope
Where: Riverside Theatre, 
213 N. Gilbert
When: 2 p.m., Sunday 
Why you should go: The National
Cancer Institute estimates that
more than 184,000 new cases of
breast cancer were diagnosed this
year. Coffee and Hope, Riverside
Theatre’s latest original play, deals
with the struggle for male care-
givers of female breast-cancer
survivors and offers a realistic
portrayals based on interviews
with men across the country.

Let’s face it: Nobody wants to climb
out of bed these days. With tempera-
ture drops rivaling those of the stock
market and the semester at an 
awkward post-midterm point, it’s far
more enticing to snuggle up under the
covers and embrace your sluggish side.
Luckily, the DI is here to help, with
this classic breakfast-in-bed menu. 

The Haunting of
Molly Hartley
Sycamore 12, Coral Ridge 10
OMG, Chace Crawford! I love
“Gossip Girl.” He is so, like,
incredible. He’s hot, and, like,
such a great actor! What’s this
movie about? Some girl’s 
parents made a pact with the
devil in order to save her life,
and she must stop the devil
from collecting their souls. 
Or something. Chace is in it
though! I’ll make a pact with the
devil for Chace Crawford! OMG!
OMG! OMG. OMG! Like, OMG!

don’t miss!

AT THE BIJOU

The Rocky Horror
Picture Show
Showtimes: 6, 9 p.m., Saturday, 2, 4, 6, 9 p.m.,
Oct. 26, 3, 5, 7, 9 p.m.

This weekend the Bijou will play
everybody’s favorite campy 
classic. Unfortunately, you can’t
throw toast when the line “a
toast to the newlyweds” is
uttered among other 
food-related traditions. Food
products aren’t allowed in the
theater, yet kits are available full
of gloves, hats, bells, and 
confetti for purchase with tickets.

READING
Francine Prose, fiction

When: 7 p.m. today
Where: Prairie Lights, 15 S. Dubuque

Admission: Free

Literary, not prosaic (or satiric)
When she was a Writers’ Workshop faculty member, Francine Prose was nurtured 
by the literary atmosphere of Iowa City. Tonight, she returns to town to read 
at Prairie Lights from her newest novel, Goldengrove.

E-mail your calendar events to 8800hhoouurrssccaalleennddaarr@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm!

                   


